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ABSTRACT

This unit of instruction for grades 4-6 is one of a
series of curriculum units referred to as the Interdisciplinary Unit.
Its purpose is to allox the individual teacher to expose the students
to many experiences, ideas, and applications based on their
environment (Kentucky). Each lesson is built on two basic concepts,
each to balance the other. One concept is a positive statement and
the other, its opposite. Each lesson has behavioral objectives and is
developed in a three part sequence--showing, discussing, and applying
the ideas and concepts of that lesson. The unit is considered as a
model on which to build and expand, both for teachers and students.
The basic concepts presented in this unit include air, water, 1land
use, noise, and population. (EB)
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

DEPARTMENT oF EDUCATION
FRANKFORT, Ky, 40601

Lyman V. GINGER

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

As our pace of living becomes more complicated, our people are turning

more and more to the enviromuent for refuge and relaxation. Unfortunately,
many of us are finding that cur frantic utilization of natural resources,
our wasteful life styles, and our neglect of balances that exist in our
world has taken its toll in the lessening of the quality of our environment.
Rather than refuge we find refuse, and rather than relaxation we experience
the disgust and disappointment of pollution created by our own neglect and
apathy. This disgust and disappointment is only heightened by our feelings
of helplessuess in solving the problems.

Education has a key role to play fn assisting our citizenry with these
conflicts. Education, as the means of developing knowledgeable citizens of
the future, has a responsibility t¢ teach the students of today the concepts
they will nced to function in the world of tomorrow. Local, state, and
national priorities are being established for envirommental utilization and
protection. Awarcness and a desire to protect and improve the quality of

the enviromment will be essential to survival in tomorrow's worid. The
program develeped by the Kentucky Department of Education to foster this
awareness and to motivate towards action is environmental education. We

feel that Kentucky's Environmental Education Program (KEEP) offers a beginning
for school systems and teachers throughout our Commonwealth. We encourage
teachers to use the curriculum materials developed for environmental education
as a first step as a model for the development of their own curriculum centered
around their individual school and community. Envirommental education is one
approack towards meeting the new challenges of modern education, and we invite
all of Kentucky to join the Kentucky Department of Education in meeting these
challenges.

Lyman V. Ginger
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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FOREWORD

The impact of decisions made in today's society is seldom limited to the
present time or present generations. Rather, today's decisions are often of
such a crucial naturec that their impact will be felt by many generations yet
unborn. In no areca will the impact be greater felt than in the realm of the
environment. Education has a responsibility in the initiation of wise deci-
sion making with respect to the environment. As an effort towards meeting
this responsibility, the Kentucky Department of Education has begun a program
in Environmental Education. This program visualizes the environment both as
the medium for teaching the academic aesthetic disciplines and as an area of
study within these disciplines.

We fecl that this program is applicable to all segments of Kentucky communities,
and encourage educators within these communities to adapt these model curriculum
units to local circumstances and environments. We are grateful to the many
individuals who have assisted in the development of these units and hope that
this material will serve as a motivating element in the future development of
additional units and programs throughout the Commonwealth.

Don C. Bale, Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction
Kentucky Department of Education
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